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If you can afford one, please get a burglar alarm fitted to your home,
writes Inspector Mike Darkin, East Dorset Section Commander.

Out of 14 burglaries in East Dorset during April and early May none of the
houses had alarms fitted. In fact, the statistics are far more compelling than
that because of all the burglaries committed in Dorset in the last 12 months
none of the houses had alarms fitted. The message is quite clear: fit an alarm
and you stand far less chance of being the victim of a burglary.

| reported in the Spring Update about a worrying rise in non-dwelling
burglaries and although this is still a concern these are levelling out. However,
it is at the cost of burglaries to your homes. Across East Dorset we have
seen a rise in home burglaries mostly occurring when occupants are out and
thieves break in through windows and doors.

To help us put a stop to this, | would like to ask two things of you all: firstly, fit
an alarm if possible and secondly, if you see someone in your neighbourhood
who you do not recognise (someone touting for business, odd job people, or
anyone suspicious) please call the police. Most of the time my staff will be
able to call round and check on the individual/s.

Arecent increase in calls from Home Watch members, and others in the
community, have resulted in the arrest and charge of people for crimes
including theft of building supplies, burglary from sheds, criminal damage

to cars, assault, fly-tipping and public order offences. If we receive your call
early enough we have more of a chance of finding the culprits.

| would like to commend you for the support you give to policing your
community. Being a member of Home Watch demonstrates your commitment
to playing an active part in keeping East Dorset safe and with your support we
have made an impact to local crime.

Over the last few months we have been able to turn around a few of our rising
crime trends and finished the year (end of March) with recorded reductions in
almost every crime (except criminal damage and non-dwelling burglary). Our
biggest success is reflected in our reduction in violent crime. Remember last
year that East Dorset was the safest place in the UK to live (based on violent
crime statistics) and we have managed to reduce violent crime by a further
3.7% on the previous year(s figures.

Over the next few months, we will continue to work on the matters that
concern you the most: anti-social behaviour, criminal damage, speeding

in the areas that you identify to us and trying to increase the amount

of time we spend on patrol. Dorset Police is committed to policing the
community in a manner that the community expects and desires. To this

end we have publicised a 10-point policing pledge. For details check out
www.dorset.police.uk, visit the police station or talk to your SNT officers.

{SS IyaiRS 121
/KISTA v13

Do you have a question about
safety, security, crime or policing
that you would like to put to
Dorsetis Chief Constable?

Home Watch members have the
exclusive opportunity to put their
concerns straight to Martin Baker
through this publication.
Questions from readers will be
selected and the responses carried
in each issue of Update (see page 5
for this issueis Q&AS).

Questions should be submitted to
the Editor (sally333@hotmail.co.uk)
by June 30th. Answers will appear
in the September issue of Update.
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The  Association of Dorset
Watches now has a quarterly
newsletter, KeepSAFE, available

to all Neighbourhood/Home Watch
members.

This can be seen and downloaded
from the ADW website which is
currently being populated with
useful information for Watch
members such as best practice
examples and links to other relevant
sites. See www.nhwdorset.org.uk.
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To view local crime statistics
go to the Dorset Police website
www.dorset.police.uk and take the
link to fiPolicing Pledgeo.

Go to paragraph 8 and click on
fiCrime Mapso then insert your
postcode. You will see the latest
crime figures overall and by type
compared with the previous year.

Onlinelatiwww/colehill/gov/uk/homewatch















